Onset of diabetes with high titer anti-GAD antibody after IFN therapy for chronic hepatitis.
A case of hyperglycemia induced by the injection of interferon-alpha was experienced in our hospital. This patient showed a sustained high titer of anti-GAD antibody after the onset of diabetes, suggesting that the involvement of immunological disturbance by IFN induces the onset of the disease. However, the susceptibility and the response of the immune system differs from patient to patient, and only limited destruction of beta-cells in the islet of Langerhans and normalization of glucose tolerance by CSII was induced in this patient.